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ABSTRACT 

Introduction: Water has been an opportunity-creating phenomenon in various bio-social fields of 
humans and has always been at the center of power relations between actors and activists. In recent years, 
due to climate change, reduction and lack of fresh water resources and population increase, common fresh 
water resources have given direction and meaning to a range of hydropolitical relations of the political-
spatial units on the side of the common catchment basins, from cooperation to conflict and conflict.  
Objectives: The current article, which is of a practical nature, seeks to understand and identify the 
hydropolitical relations between Iran and Iraq in the border rivers and common water resources, using 
systemic thinking. 
Methodology: The methodology governing the research is descriptive-analytical. The input data required 
for the research has been collected by library and field method and analyzed using Vensim software and 
AHP model. For The factors that won the highest rank were identified as drivers influencing the 
hydropolitical relations between Iran- Iraq and were modeled in the form of a systemic approach. The 
final research model was simulated in Vensim software.   
Geographical Context: The geographical scope of this research is the catchment area of border rivers 
and common between Iran and Iraq. 
Results and Discussion: among the 76 factors influencing the hydropolitical relations between Iran and 
Iraq, the factors of Turkey's dam constructions on the headwaters of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, 
Syria's dam constructions on the Euphrates river, the impact of international sanctions on Iran's economy, 
the impact of water resources on Iran's employment, the impact of water resources On the development in 
Iraq, the development of base water in Iran, migration from the western borders of Iran and the population 
living in the west of Iran were identified as drivers influencing the hydropolitical relations between Iran 
and Iraq. The identified hydropolitical drivers were analyzed and simulated in the form of feedback loops 
with a systemic approach. 
Conclusion: The results of the research showed that since Turkey and even Syria have an influential role 
on the hydropolitical relations between Iran and Iraq and considering that the system mechanism of the 
two countries Iran and Iraq is based on the need of the two countries for water resources, the cooperation 
between the two countries Iran and Iraq It was proposed as the final result and proposal of the researchers 
to negotiate with Turkey. study clarifies by identifying and planning on natural hazards and its 
explanatory variables, in addition to reducing the vulnerability of the city, managers can also provide the 
basis for urban resilience. 

KEYWORDS:  Hydropolitical drivers, Systems thinking, Hydropolitical relations, Iran- Iraq, 
Transboundary rivers.
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