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Introduction: The right to the city emphasizes citizens' equitable access
to urban resources, services, participation, and opportunities, promoting
inclusive and sustainable urban development. Evaluating this approach
is essential for improving urban governance and residents' quality of life.
Purpose: This study aims to assess the status of the right to the city
approach across the urban areas of Yazd, Iran.

Geographical area: The study was conducted in Yazd, the capital city
of Yazd Province, Iran.

Methodology: This applied descriptive study used library and field
methods. Data were collected through questionnaires from 325 randomly
selected citizens and analyzed using SPSS, one-way ANOVA, and
Duncan's post hoc test.

Results and Discussion: The findings revealed significant differences
in the right to the city indicators among the five urban districts. Duncan's
post hoc test classified the districts into five distinct groups. District 3
achieved the highest mean score (4.42), followed by District 2 (3.43),
District 4 (1.95), District 1 (1.65), while the historical district recorded
the lowest score (1.49).

Conclusion:  Strengthening institutional capacity, transparency,
accountability, and participatory planning is essential to enhancing
citizens' right to the city and promoting more balanced, inclusive, and
sustainable urban development in Yazd.

Highlights:

1.The right to the city indicators differed significantly across the five
urban districts of Yazd.

2.Strengthening participatory planning and urban governance is essential
for achieving equitable and sustainable urban development.
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Cities are complex socio-spatial systems where physical, social, economic, and political factors shape
urban life. Rapid urbanization and socio-economic inequality have intensified spatial disparities and
unequal access to urban opportunities. Consequently, Henri Lefebvre's concept of the right to the city has
become a key framework in urban planning. It emphasizes citizens' right to participate in urban decision-
making, access public services equitably, and benefit from urban resources. Lefebvre viewed urban space
as a socially produced environment shaped by power and capital, highlighting the need to reduce urban
inequalities through greater citizen participation. Previous studies have explored the right to the city from
perspectives such as social justice, urban regeneration, participatory planning, and spatial inequality.
However, few have examined its practical realization in medium-sized Iranian cities, particularly at the
district level. Yazd, a UNESCO World Heritage City, has experienced rapid urban growth and uneven
development, creating noticeable disparities in access to urban services, participation opportunities, and
quality of life. Therefore, evaluating the right-to-the-city approach in Yazd provides valuable evidence for
promoting more equitable, inclusive, and sustainable urban development.

Purpose

The primary objective of this research is to evaluate the status of the right-to-the-city approach across the
five urban districts of Yazd. Specifically, the study examines three principal dimensions of the right to the
city, namely participation, urban vitality, and the appropriation of urban space, together with their
associated indicators, to identify spatial inequalities among urban districts and compare their relative
performance.

Geographical area

The study was conducted in Yazd, the capital of Yazd Province in central Iran. The city covers
approximately 110 kmz2 and consists of five urban districts: Districts 1, 2, 3, 4, and the Historic District.
According to the 2016 national census, Yazd had a population of approximately 515,659. Its rapid urban
expansion has created diverse socio-spatial conditions, making it an appropriate case study for evaluating
the realization of the right-to-the-city concept.

Methodology

This study adopted an applied descriptive research design. Data were collected through both documentary
(library) research and field surveys. The statistical population consisted of all citizens of Yazd (515,659
inhabitants). Based on Cochran's formula, 325 respondents were selected using simple random sampling.
The research framework consisted of three major dimensions of the right to the city: participation, urban
vitality, and the appropriation of urban space. Participation included indicators related to urban organization
and citizen involvement in urban decision-making. Urban vitality comprised indicators of recreation, safety,
and urban connectivity, while the appropriation of urban space included physical accessibility, control, and
ownership. These indicators were measured using a structured questionnaire. The collected data were
analyzed using SPSS software. Descriptive statistics were first calculated to determine the mean values of
each indicator across the five districts. Levene's test confirmed the homogeneity of variances, after which
one-way analysis of variance (ANOVA) was conducted to examine differences among the districts.
Duncan's post hoc test was then applied to classify the districts according to their level of performance for
each component of the right to the city.

Results and Discussion

The results revealed significant differences (p < 0.01) in the right-to-the-city indicators among Yazd's
five urban districts. District 3 achieved the highest mean scores across most indicators, particularly for
urban vitality (4.46), followed by Districts 2 and 4. In contrast, the Historic District recorded the lowest
overall right-to-the-city score (1.49), while District 1 also showed relatively weak performance. Duncan's
post hoc test confirmed that the five districts belonged to distinct performance groups. The superior
performance of District 3 can be attributed to its modern urban structure, better infrastructure, and higher-
quality public services. Conversely, the Historic District's lower performance is associated with limited
public spaces, preservation constraints, traffic congestion, and inadequate recreational facilities, which
reduce urban vitality and citizens' perceptions of their right to the city. Overall, the findings indicate
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considerable spatial inequalities in access to urban opportunities and services, highlighting the need for
more equitable urban planning, improved public spaces, and stronger citizen participation across Yazd.

Conclusion

The right-to-the-city approach provides an effective framework for promoting socially just, participatory,
and sustainable urban development. The findings indicate that the realization of this concept varies
considerably across Yazd's urban districts. District 3 exhibited the most favorable conditions, whereas the
Historic District faced the greatest challenges in achieving equitable access to urban opportunities and
services. The study highlights the need to strengthen institutional capacity, enhance transparency and
accountability, encourage participatory urban governance, improve recreational and public spaces, and
ensure a more equitable distribution of urban services. Particular attention should be devoted to the Historic
District through integrated planning policies that simultaneously preserve its cultural heritage while
improving residents' quality of life. The findings are consistent with previous national and international
studies on the right to the city and confirm that equitable urban planning, inclusive governance, and citizen
participation remain fundamental prerequisites for sustainable urban development. The results can support
urban planners, municipal authorities, and policymakers in developing evidence-based strategies to reduce
spatial inequalities and promote a more inclusive urban future for Yazd.
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Figure 1. Conceptual model of the research
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Figure 2. Location map of the study area
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Table 2. Test of homogeneity of variances for the research components
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Table 3. Descriptive statistics of the right-to-the-city components by the districts of Yazd
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Table 4. Results of the analysis of variance (ANOVA) for evaluating the differences in the right-
to-the-city components in Yazd

caw-P : Nk ] a9
fo,lof i ; : &y
& ,dlxs s Ol o s Ol o &33!
e YAD/VED V\Y/SYE £0-/¥90 ¥ laogS S, Ui
NPy ¥o/a-) ¥y laog,S sbs
fas/yas ¥YE Egene
e OFF/NYF \+a/AS FYa/oA¥ ¥ W2og)S oy slad Suijw
SY N SE/¥a Yo laog,S Jsb P
B-¥/AVD ¥Ye Eyone
foee ¥ES/52) V-0/ovs FYV/Y-Y ¥ bogsS o (B3 olaid]
Iyys VEISTY Yoo ey S S S5 &y
Fav/ars ¥YE Eyone
deeeAWEUYYY as/ovE YASIYAS ¥ laog,S R &g B>
-[-00 WSSV Yo laeg,S Jsb
¥-Y/asy YyY 9oz

5a850 (slaadly il 48 5

ool 35 o Gy bl ) S lie Colds Ly g 2Ly sy @ Jodo 5 (Sl Ludin (y50)] s 1S ine
s 0 b 4 3> o0, Sogy bld I S )lie adlhe Lolwl o) e Az bl a5 55 [asuie )l sSSuwly o0y
o s 050 )18 Cumdg o ying 0 opfd 4 3> (Sl (slad,Sog, Llod l dw didlaio (o cpl 0 .05 )8 cuglaie 60,

Woles 50 Mg 5len g 90 Bble Coglgl iy s o) 5l o w4857 4118 Cundg i 50 5 A (ko oy YL dilais
sl )18 05 e 5 addllas 3)50 diged Hlate 5l gyaad Bblie plw & Cound byl 5 0 Su b cél o S bl



4 e Sk Bblio pd w4 3 3509, Cardg (U5, /) ed g b pele

251 st Ay (3blo ) €8 )Lk Curdg oguad j3 (SIS (903l il O Jgoa
Table 5. Results of Duncan's test on the status of participation in the five districts of Yazd
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Table 6. Results of Duncan'’s test on the status of urban vitality in the five districts of Yazd
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Table 7. Results of Duncan's test on the status of the appropriation of the city in the five districts of

Yazd
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Table 8. Results of Duncan’s test on the right to the city in the five districts of Yazd
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